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NEWS RELEASE 
October 29, 2014 
 

SME joins U.S. Department of the Interior advisory group 
Mining industry professionals worldwide will share their expertise 

 
The Society for Mining, Metallurgy & Exploration Inc. (SME) is pleased to announce that it has been 

invited to join the U.S. Department of the Interior’s Strategic Sciences Group (SSG). The SSG provides 
science-based assessments and interdisciplinary scenarios of environmental crises affecting Department of 
Interior resources. Teams of trained scientists will conduct assessments during environmental crises and provide 
the results of their work to the Secretary of the Interior and departmental leadership to support decision making 
during crises. 

 
“As the largest professional society in the mining industry, SME is pleased to provide access to industry 

experts and scientists with the skill sets required by the SSG in any specific crisis situation,” said SME 
Executive Director David L. Kanagy. “SME will be playing an integral role in identifying experts to participate 
in events for which the SSG is deployed. Our members will provide rapid response counsel that the deployment 
team needs to make informed decisions.” 

 
Established within the Office of the Secretary of the Interior, Secretarial Order 3188 created the SSG, 

which works across the environmental, economic and social consequences of disaster events and, therefore, 
requires access to a broad set of knowledge using teams of experts pertinent to the crisis at hand. As a 
collaborating society, SME joins other members of the Group including scientists from government, academic 
institutions, nongovernmental organizations and the private sector to lend expertise and assistance to federal, 
state and local agencies as necessary. During non-crisis times, the Group will develop science-based 
assessments, scenarios and methods, and make preparations for activating crisis science teams. 

 
 

* * * 

 

SME is a professional society (nonprofit 501(c)(3) corporation) whose more than 15,000 members represent all professions 
serving the minerals industry in more than 100 countries.  SME members include engineers, geologists, metallurgists, educators, 
students and researchers.  SME advances the worldwide minerals community through information exchange and professional 
development.   

 

For more information, contact John Hayden, Deputy Executive Director - Public Affairs and Government Relations, 
303-948-4250 or hayden@smenet.org 

 
SME exists to be the premier resource and advocate for the mining community. 

For further details, see www.smenet.org 
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